Project Abraham visits Mount Gambier, South Austral ia, May 2007

On Sunday, May 27", the Mount Gambier Council hosted a Project Abraham seminar. Their

program was entitled, “Building a Bridge of Relationships —faith and community.”

Imam Khalid Yousuf, Pastor Gary Ware, Rabbi Shamir Caplan and Katherine Goode

Over 100 people attended the seminar. The featured speakers were: Imam Khalid Yousuf from
the Adelaide Mosque, Rabbi Shamir Caplan, a teacher at Mount Scopus Memorial College in
Melbourne and Chief Minister of East Melbourne Hebrew Congregation and Pastor Gary Ware,
pastor of the Presbyterian Church in Mount Gambier and current president of the Mount
Gambier Minister's Association. Dr. Omar Lum and his wife Rokkiah, from our steering
committee also attended the event.

Afterwards, Mayor Steve Perryman

formally opened the exhibition in

Studio One Gallery.

Overall, the program received a highly
favourable  response from the
audience.

The night before, Pastor Ware, the

local Catholic priest and the minister

from the Pentecostal church met with Mayor Perryman, Rabbi Caplan and Pastor Ware with some

of the holy books.
Imam Yousuf and Rabbi Caplan. Towards the end of the meeting the minister from the
Pentecostal church remarked that it was the first time he had ever spoken to a rabbi and an

imam and thought it was a great experience.



The school program was also highly successful. Over two days, the Jewish instructor, the
Muslim educator

and Pastor Ware
taught Six
sessions to 141
students.

Pastor Ware and
Katherine Goode
facilitating a session
with one of the many
school groups which
attended.

Comments from the teacher surveys included the following comments: “Great to have all three
faiths represented,” “Thank you for bringing this to Mount Gambier. It was very informative and
the display was fantastic.” And “Sensitively presented and full of information that was interesting

and relevant, by authentic representatives of the three faiths.”

Katherine Goode with the Muslim and Jewish educators, discussing the religious symbols
with the children.

We received good coverage in the local newspaper, The Border Watch, before and after the
event. At this point, the steering committee is planning on planting a Project Abraham garden in

the council gardens as part of their project.



